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What is typically part of the conversation about 
evictions and the right to counsel? 

 
•  Scope of homelessness crisis 
•  General displacement statistics 
•  Eviction filing rate 
•  Eviction execution rate 
•  Cost of providing counsel 
•  Downstream costs of not providing counsel (health, 

child custody, school success, employment, etc.) 
 

What is missing? 
 
•  Race equity analysis 
 





Chicago 

Source: LCBH, Opening the Door on  Chicago Evictions 



LA County 



Year Jurisdiction Parameters 

2017 NYC 200% or below of FPL, 
some admin proceedings 

(RTC 2.0: subsidy 
terminations) 

2018 SF No income limit; admin 
proceedings 

2018 Newark 200% or below of FPL 

2019 Cleveland Families with children at 
100% or below of FPL 

2019 Philadelphia 200% or below of FPL; 
admin proceedings and 
subsidy terminations; 

appeals; affirmative code 
violations  

 

Eviction RTC enactments 



Eviction RTC pending bills 
Jurisdiction Parameters 

Boulder CO No income limit; subsidy terminations 
and admin proceedings 

Connecticut Families making $50k or less 

Los Angeles Eviction prevention services; ongoing 
case management; eviction defense 
for those at 200% or below of FPL.  

$12 million allocated so far. 

Massachusetts 200% or below of FPL, on public 
benefits, or unable to pay without 

losing “necessities of life” 

Minnesota Public housing tenants facing eviction 
for breach of lease 

Santa Monica Still in development 



Other cities working on RTC 

•  Baltimore 
 
•  Chicago 

•  Cincinnati 

•  Columbus 

•  Detroit 

•  Fresno CA 

•  Kansas City 

•  Seattle 

•  Toledo 



Eviction RTC federal bills 

Member of Congress Scope 

Rep. DeLauro (D-CT) $125 million for eviction fund.  Priority to 
jurisdictions with RTC.  Also data 

collection 

Rep. Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) $6.5 billion for eviction fund going to 
states/cities providing RTC 



Campaigns and organizing 



Campaigns and organizing 



Research on impact of counsel 

State Subject area Funding source 

California Custody/DV, evictions, 
probate guardianship 

Court fee increase 

D.C. 
 

Evictions 
 

D.C. gov’t 
 

Massachusetts Evictions 1st round: foundations 
2nd round: AG 

Minnesota (Hennepin 
County) 

Evictions Legal aid and volunteer lawyers 
project 

San Francisco Evictions City gov’t 



Tenants w/o counsel: 
•  2x likely to be found in breach of lease; 
•  3x more likely to be subjected to writ of 

possession; 
•  7x more likely to wind up with consent 

judgment (less favorable than a 
settlement agreement) 

District of Columbia 



Hennepin County, MN 

 Pilot found represented tenants: 
 

• Were twice as likely to stay in their homes; 

• Received twice as long to move if necessary; 

• Were 4x less likely to use homeless shelter. 



Massachusetts 


